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Humbly tendered to the Conl1Jeration of the 
PARLIAMENT. | 


E- Hat it hath been for many years his profeſſed and known 
| Judgement, that the ancient form- of Government, 
| by King , Lords, and Commons, is the beſt tor this 
Nation, and was very much troubled ar the attempts 
of thoſe that would have altered it to a Commonwealth. 
| Thathe hach not been in any Conſultation with 0ltver or R3- 
chard Cromwel at any time, about breaking of any Parliamear, 
change of the Government, or the Civil Aﬀairs of this Nati- 
on; but conſtantly improved the little Intereſt he had with thoſe 
perſons,in ſuch matters wherein the Church and Miniſtry was con- 
cerned, | 
It hath been commonly objected, pr 
1 That He atted as achief man in the Commisſion for Approba- 
tion of publick Preachers, Therein exerciſed more then Epiſcopal au- 
thority, Placed and diſplaced what Miniſters he pleaſed generally 
throughout the. Nation, 
__ Towhich he humbly anſwereth, 
Thar an Ordinance for the Approbation and Admittance of 
publick Preachers into places deſtitute, was ſet forth in the year 
1653. There being a very great neceſſity hereef, for preſervation 
of the Intereſt both of Patrons and Incumbents, becaule there 
was then no Biſhop or Ordinary to give Inſtitution and Indugion, 
This Ordinance was therefore confirmed by an A of Parliament 
in 4270 1656, when divers other Ordinances were laid aſide, 
By this Ordinance Eight and thirty Commiſhoners (choſen 
qut of the two Uniyetrſities, the City of London, and Som 
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"of whom He was-one) were appointed to Judge of, and admir 
perſons preſented, to Livings, according to certain Rules in the 
ſaid Ordinance given. | 
It was alſo further thereby Ordained, That no perſon might be 
| approved of, as fit, but by five Commiſſioners, or refuſed as 
unfit, but by nine or more of them preſent upon the place ac his 
Trial. | 
That theſe Commiſhoners were all equal in Power, and that 
He neither had, or did exerciſe any Power, other, or more, in ad- 
micting, or refuſing perſons Preſented, then what he did joyntly 
with other the ſaid Commiſſioners, and according to the Rules 
and Inſtructions of the ſaid Ordinance. 2 
In the Admitting or Rejecting any perſon Preſented, He did ne- 
' ver Sollicice, Urge, or Endeavor to procure any of the (aid Com- 
miſfioners to Vote or joyn with Him, but each of them Voted 
.inthe freedom of his own Judgement. | 
2 He flopped the courſe of Fuſtice by His Powcr with the Protedtor, 
fo that Patrons. wronged, had no remedy by Law, 
*_ _- - It isanſ(wered, | 
That He doth not know, or ever keard, that the ProteQor 
interpoſed in any Sute brought againſt the Commiſſioners, | 
That He and the other Commiſſoners did their uttermoſt (fo 
 faras learned Lawyers could adviſe) to further Patrons in the en- 
joyment and recovering of their Right by. Law. 
He humbly conceiveth it was never intended by the Ordinance, 
that the Commiſhoners. ſhould be Parties in ſuch Sutes. For, 

- 1 They were only to approve and admit perſons Preſented, and 
"claimed-no Iatereſt, either upon lapſe,or otherwiſe, to preſent to 
a Benefice, - as the Biſhops formerly did, and lawfully might do. 

-2 -Provifion. was made by the ſaid Ordinance to ſecure the 
 Righe of Patrons, in.a way ſuppoſed to be as. effecual, as if a 

ſute were commenced againſt chem as formerly againſt the Biſhop, | 
r 3-Nor had they any Salary alowed them, or any benefic at all 


, 


for«theit attendance in this Commiſſion: ſuch Sutes there- 
- fare could not be maintained by them, but at their own charge, 
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It would ſeem very unequal that men be moleſted with Sutes in 
Law, and put tocharges about Titles, which they never pretend- 
ed to, or c?n ever have any benefit by, | : 

3 Perſons Preſented by Patrons,were refuſed, though ever ſo worthy, 
that he mizht get Livines for himſelf and his Friends, 

4 He hath gotten a great Eſtate by Bribes, taken by himſelf and 
Son, in the diſpoſing of Livings, He an(wereth, 

It is not likely, that any Patron will be ſo well pleaſed with the 
diſapproving of his Clerk, eſpecially if he were worthy, as to 
gratifie him, or thoſe that did it, with diſpofing of the place, or 
nominating another, : 

Thar when a perſon was refuſed, He never did endeavor,or make 
application to the Patron, or to the Protector upon laple, to pro- 
cure the place for any perſon one or other, from firſt to laſt, And 
to obviate the ſuſpicion of partiality, inrefuſing any man upon 
ſ\uch an unworthy account. At his inſtance there was an Order 
made, and held to, by the joynt conſent of all the Commiſſioners 
for the preventing ſuch endeayor or application by any of them, 6 

That he never had bur one Living, into which he was put ma- 
ny years before he ſat in that Commithon, and left it for ſome 

years while he was a Commiſſoner, but took no other in all that 
time,nor ſince to this day. The Patron (an Alderman of London) 
gave him leave to name his Succeſſor, which he did, one Mr. Z/- 
' ford, a meer ſtranger to him, butof known Learning and Piety ; 
and reſigned it unto him without one penny advantage,though the 
Rectory was better worth then 200 /. per annum, 

That He hath not taken any gitts, or gratuities,dire&ly, or indi- 
realy, for favor ſhewed to perſons that have been approved, or 
upon any conſideration whatſoever, in, or about the bringing of 
any man into his Living. And upon very credible grounds he 
believeth, and doubts not but each of the Commiſſioners will 
give the like teſtimony, that his Son the Regiſter hath nor taken 
Bribes, but from time to time, which was very frequent, diſcover- 
edto the Commiſſioners thoſe that attempted to obtain approba- 
tion by ſuch a corrupt way : Or hath heat any time exaRted or a - 
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' a little houſhold-ſtuff, is nor worth 1200] Whereas he had an 
_ Eftate of fourteen or fifteen hundred pounds formerly, and before 


” Girednvr ay (ore then thebare-BES): for. .expediciqn; diſpatch, - 
orthe; like Golourable pretences, "And this is all He. humbly con- : 


ceivethcan be ſaid by any man, for; vindication,of. himſelf 3 in a, 


| chuige thats popularlie aſſerted,” and onely. inthe general, and as. 


yet no inſtance in any particular hath ever been given. R 
' That his whole Eſtate, Perſonal, and Real, beſides hisBoakvind | 


the Long Parliament or theſe troubles,began, 

- Hehach been a Preacher forty years, now infirm, and inthe 65 
year of his age, a wife and three children to be provided for, his. 
preſent maintenance.depending upon a voluntary Contribution A 


- 1F this little means be taken from him, his Bamily, in reſpect of - 


outward: ſubſiſtence is utterly ruined. 


